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If   Paul    Revere  were  alive  today, 
he'd    still  have  a  home  in  Boston 


s 


SOV  Dor 


The 

Paul  Revere 

House 


Since  1680 


Boston's  Paul  Revere 

On  an  April  night  in  1775,  a  Boston  silversmith 
named  Paul  Revere  left  his  North  Square  home, 
slipped  out  of  the  city  in  a  rowboat,  borrowed  a 
horse  in  Charlestown,  and  started  riding.  His  mission: 
to  warn  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock  in 
Lexington,  and  other  patriots  in  Middlesex  County, 
that  troops  were  coming  from  Boston  to  seize 
patriot  munitions  hidden  in  Concord. 

Revere,  a  leading  revolutionary  activist,  undertook 
many  other  missions  for  the  Sons  of  Liberty.  From 
1773  through  1775,  he  was  continuously  employed 
as  a  trusted  courier,  riding  as  far  afield  as  Philadelphia 
with  important  news.  He  also  used  his  talents  as  an 
engraver  to  express  radical  views  of  Britain's  rela- 
tionship with  her  colonies. 

Born  in  Boston  in  1734,  he  learned  silversmith- 
ing  from  his  father,  a  French  Huguenot  immigrant. 
Reveres  silver  was  highly  prized  during  his  lifetime, 
and  today  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  outstanding 
achievements  of  American  decorative  art. 

After  the  Revolution,  Revere  expanded  his  metal- 
working  ability.  He  opened  a  bell  and  cannon  foundry 
in  Boston  in  1788,  and  in  1801  established  the  first 
copper-rolling  mill  in  North  America  at  Canton, 
Massachusetts. 

Paul  Revere  died  in  1818,  aged  83,  having  con- 
tributed not  only  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
but  also  to  the  cultural  and  industrial  independence 
of  the  young  nation. 


Paul  Revere's  Home 

Paul  Revere  owned  the  house  in  North  Square  from 
1770  to  1800.  It  was  his  home  during  his  deepest 
involvement  in  the  revolutionary  cause.  Today  it  is 
also  distinguished  as  the  oldest  surviving  structure 
within  the  boundaries  of  17th  century  Boston,  and 
a  rare  example  of  early  American  urban  architecture. 

Having  found  19th  century  uses  as  a  tenement, 
housing  immigrants  and  several  businesses,  the  house 
needed  restoration  when  acquired  in  1905  by  the 
Paul  Revere  Memorial  Association,  a  private  non- 
profit organization.  Architect  Joseph  Chandler 
restored  the  exterior  to  reflect  its  original  appearance 
and  the  interior  to  exhibit  both  17th  and  18th 
century  decorative  styles. 

The  Association  owns  and  operates  the  Revere 
House  and  the  neighboring  Pierce/ Hichborn  House, 
and  is  accredited  by  the  American  Association  of 
Museums.  The  Hichborn  House,  built  around  1711, 
was  purchased  in  1781  by  Nathaniel  Hichborn,  a 
cousin  of  Revere.  The  Association  offers  a  variety 
of  programs  to  schools,  universities,  and  other  com- 
munity groups.  Special  tours  and  lectures  can  be 
arranged  for  groups  interested  in  preservation  and 
architectural  history.  Researchers  may  arrange  to 
use  the  museum's  archives  by  advance  appointment. 
The  Association  provides  access  to  its  programs 
for  disabled  visitors.  Persons  who  wish  to  partici- 
pate more  fully  in  the  museum's  activities  may 
become  members. 


The  Paul  Revere  Memorial  Association 

19  North  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  0203 

(617)  523-2338 


The  Revere  and  Hichborn  Houses  are  open  daily, 
year-round,  excluding  major  holidays.  Varying 
admission  prices  are  offered  for  adults,  senior 
citizens,  students,  and  groups.  Group  rates  must 
be  arranged  in  advance. 

mid-October  through  mid-March  9:30-4: 15 

mid-March  through  mid-October  9:30-5: 15 

The  Hichborn  House  is  open  by  guided  tour  only. 
Inquire  at  the  admission  booth  about  tour  times  and 
discounted  combination  tickets  to  both  houses. 
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Printing  courtesy  of  the  Paul  Revere  Insurance  Group 
Worcester,  Massachusetts. 


